
   
 

RISK ASSESSMENT – CORONAVIRUS ONGOING OPERATIONS 2021-22 - Version 10  (Updated 04 Jan 2022) 
 
Guidance continually reviewed in line with Guidance for New National Restrictions as well as the revised Schools COVID 19 Operational Guidance updated on 
02 Jan 2022 
 

 
The following controls are monitored by all staff. Where controls are not working effectively concerns should be raised with line managers, discussed and SLT 
and protocols amended. 

 
 

 Production of a school and site-specific risk assessment in line with government guidance and HSE guidance (the measures contained within 
this document). 

 Staff meetings, written protocols, Bulletins and class time to ensure staff, parents and pupils understand the school’s control measures. 

 
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/risk-assessment.htm 
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/assets/docs/risk-assessment.pdf 

 

Area of 
risk 

Risk Description Control measures and mitigating considerations 

Logistics Spread of the 
virus across the 
School 
population 

Groupings: We no longer recommend that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’). No social distancing 
regulations in place for anyone on the School sites. This remains one of the first points on the Contingency Framework should 
rising case numbers indicate the need to reduce mixing. 
Pupils will be allowed to mix with other year groups.  
Lunchtimes will be monitored and initial consistent seating within yeargroup/ form at start of term 
Face coverings should be worn by pupil in Years 7 and 8, staff in all yeargroups and adult visitors when moving around the 
premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas. 
Until 26 January Year 7 and 8 pupils should also wear face covering in classrooms, unless taking part in a lesson such as PE 
where this would hinder participation 
There is no need for staff to wear face coverings whilst delivering lessons at the front of the classroom 
Face coverings do not need to be worn when outside 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
http://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/working-safely/risk-assessment.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/assets/docs/risk-assessment.pdf
https://keshantsschuk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/Stroud-SLT/Shared%20Documents/General/Risk%20Assessments/CONTINGENCY%20FRAMEWORK%20for%20COVID%20restrictions%20plan_Jan%2022.docx?d=w5cea6d87c00c486f91fccdce9db22cca&csf=1&web=1&e=6kHx11


   
 

Spread of virus 
due to transport 

The School bus service including late buses will continue to run on the same timings. All children in Year 7 and 8 must wear a 
face covering whilst travelling on our minibuses unless exempt.  
Minibuses must be cleaned inside after every use. When the minibuses have been used it will be the drivers responsibility to 
clean the vehicle.  
For all other uses, the member of staff in charge should ask the children to clean their area including the door handles. Cleaning 
equipment will be provided on every minibus.  
Minibus drivers and School Staff must wear masks on school transport unless exempt 
Windows should be opened to allow ventilation whilst in transit. 

Spread of virus 
due to 
inadequate 
cleaning 

Full cleaning service for the whole School. Additional cleaners during the school day Increased frequency of cleaning door 
handles, light switches, frequently touched hard surfaces, toilets, water fountains. 

All teaching spaces and teacher desks cleared of unnecessary items for ease of cleaning and to create space. 
Children instructed to bring in their own water bottles and use of the bottle filling facility only on the water fountains/ taps in 
classrooms 

Areas of the school shared by multiple staff have antibacterial wipes/ disinfectant spray. 

Staff attendance Social distancing measures have now ended in the workplace and the government advice for people to work from home does 
not apply to staff working in school. All staff are expected to return to School in January. 
 

Hygiene Spread of virus 
through poor 
hand hygiene 

Hand hygiene  
Frequent and thorough hand cleaning should now be regular practice. You should continue to ensure that pupils clean their 
hands regularly. This can be done with soap and water or hand sanitiser.  
On arrival pupils and staff should wash their hands. Signs on all entrances to remind everyone to continue to regularly wash 
their hands. 
Signs around the School and regular messages from staff. 

Spread of virus 
through poor 
respiratory 
hygiene 

Respiratory hygiene  
The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important.  
Signs around the School and regular messages from staff. 

Medical Infected staff or 
pupils attending 
school with or 
without 
symptoms: 
 
Pupils 

If an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health 
advice on when to self-isolate and what to do.  
They should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring them to 
stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine).  
Pupils and staff must stay at home if they have symptoms.  
Symptoms: • a high temperature 
                     • a new, continuous cough  



   
 

                     • a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste 
Pupils and staff should be aware that recent variants, such as Omicron, may produce other symptoms in different ages and 
vaccination status and many can resemble seasonal illnesses. Frequent testing of any form of illness will provide immediate 
reassurance but this should continue to be monitored. 
 
If anyone in school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, they should be sent them home and they should follow public 
health advice; the school Matrons will advise on this and make the final decision. 
For everyone with symptoms, they should avoid using public transport and, wherever possible, be collected by a member of 
their family or household. If a pupil is awaiting collection, they should be left in a room on their own if possible and safe to do 
so.  
A window should be opened for fresh air ventilation if possible.  
Appropriate PPE should also be used if close contact is necessary.  
Further information on this can be found in the use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings guidance. 
Any rooms they use should be cleaned after they have left. Visual and verbal health monitoring on arrival in school – teachers 
to be alert and send to the medical room if children have any symptoms. 
Pupil, parents and staff must engage with the NHS Test and Trace process an be as transparent as possible 
For any cases/ children displaying symptoms the Government Test and Trace system must be followed.  
Parents and staff must inform the School nurses of the test results.  
The School will contact PHE if cases return with a positive test at in-school testing. 
The School will also contact PHE if case numbers in the school, or specific year groups, approaches the reportable threshold. 

Staff If staff show symptoms they should leave the site, inform FEP/ JGS and include whether cover will be needed during that day, 
asap inform JGS who they have been in contact with during the day, go home and then follow Government guidance regarding 
self-isolation and book a PCR test (www.nhs.uk/coronavirus), not a lateral flow test, to find out whether they have contracted 
coronavirus.  
The self-isolation period has reduced to a minimum of 7 days provided negative LFD results are provided on day 6 and day 7. 
individuals cannot be released from isolation before Day 10 unless two negative LFDs have been provided on consecutive days. 
The self-isolation period includes the day the symptoms started or the day of the test.  
                         • If the test is positive they must inform NHS test and trace of the School details (with the nurses as the main 
contact) and any staff/ parents they have been in close contact with. (Close contact is defined below). 
                         • If the test is negative, if they feel well and no longer have symptoms similar to coronavirus (COVID-19), they can 
stop self-isolating. 

Close Contacts Unvaccinated young people up to the age of 18 years and 6 months and fully vaccinated adults, are no longer required to self-
isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19. 
  



   
 

Those identified as a close contact will be informed by NHS Test and Trace that they have been in close contact with a positive 
case and vaccinated adults and children in school are advised to take daily LFDs for 7 days following notification.  Staff who are 
not fully vaccinated must self-isolate isolate if they are a close contact but should follow any guidance given by NHS Test and 
Trace. 

Testing To identify 
asymptomatic 
cases 

As pupils will potentially mix with lots of other people during the Christmas holidays, Year 7 and 8 pupils will receive 1 on-site 
lateral flow device test on their return in January. These will take place in the ASD Hall on Wednesday morning of their first 
week back. If someone has previously tested positive for Covid-19 they should not undergo a test for a period of 90 days 
following the date they tested positive. 
Staff and pupils in Year 7 and 8 should then continue to test twice weekly at home until Government advice changes.  
Stroud school is now part of the HIOW Saliva Testing Programme and this forms part of the asymptomatic testing available, is 
twice weekly and available to all staff and pupils. 
Resupply of saliva test kits for all and LFDs for staff and pupils in Year 7 & 8 will continue to ensure a variety of means of testing 
exist. 
Testing remains voluntary but strongly encouraged 
Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result or symptoms should self-isolate in line with the stay-at-home guidance for 
households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if 
they have COVID-19. Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate. 
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test and the 
individual can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms. 
If a LFD returns a positive result staff and children must arrange for a PCR test to confirm the result. They must self-isolate for 
the appropriate length of time indicated in the medical section (above) or may return to School immediately the PCR test 
confirms a negative result (if taken within two days of the LFD). 
From 11 January for asymptomatic testing where a positive result is returned when this is reported to the NHS this will start 
immediate isolation. Test and Trace will contact the individual. There is no need for a confirmatory PCR. This applies to 
asymptomatic testing only. Individuals with symptoms must still seek a PCR to confirm. 

School Day Larger 
gatherings 

We no longer recommend that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’). This remains one of the first 
points on the Contingency Framework should rising case numbers indicate the need to reduce mixing. 
Assemblies can resume in the ASD Hall and year group locations. As part of the Contingency Framework and for the start to 
term these will be switched to zoom. 
All co-curricular clubs will run 
No one-way system in any part of the School 
All staff meetings can return to being in person. As part of the Contingency Framework and for the start to term these will be 
switched to zoom. 
Parental meetings can resume in School but the online Parent meeting system can still be used. Some subject parents’ evenings 

https://keshantsschuk.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/Stroud-SLT/Shared%20Documents/General/Risk%20Assessments/CONTINGENCY%20FRAMEWORK%20for%20COVID%20restrictions%20plan_Jan%2022.docx?d=w5cea6d87c00c486f91fccdce9db22cca&csf=1&web=1&e=6kHx11


   
 

will remain remote as communicated through the Bulletin. As part of the Contingency Framework and for the start to term 
these will not occur during the first week. 

Teaching Teaching pupils 
remotely 

Pupils will not be offered the ability to log in remotely to lessons if away from School unless they are self-isolating for Covid 
reasons and are well enough to access lessons. For children required to quarantine in January on return from travelling there 
will be Google Classroom material and some live links to help maintain wellbeing. 
Any teaching staff who are self-isolating for Covid reasons and are well enough to teach, may teach remotely. A cover teacher 
will be arranged for these lessons and this should be discussed with FEP. 

Ventilation It is important to ensure the School is well ventilated and that a comfortable teaching environment is maintained. 
Schools should balance the need for increased ventilation while maintaining a comfortable temperature. 
All staff instructed to keep windows open where possible to ensure classrooms are well ventilated. 
In colder weather windows can be closed but doors should be open. 
Rooms should be ‘flushed’ with fresh air flow when not in use and during break times. 
To monitor levels of ventilation Carbon Dioxide meters will be positioned in numerous rooms around the School and all data 
recorded. 

Sharing of 
resources and 
equipment 

There are no regulations on sharing equipment 
All subjects may undertake practical activities. 
Pupils should have a labelled pencil case with pen, 2B pencil, pencil sharpener, rubber, black fine liner, Pritt stick and coloured 
pencils. 
Lab coats and goggles in Science & DT and aprons in Art can be used by pupils. If pupils prefer they can bring in their own. 

Events/ 
activities 
outside of 
normal 
teaching 

Risk of 
spreading the 
virus and not 
following 
Government 
advice 

From the start of the new school term, you can go on international visits that have previously been deferred or postponed and 
organise new international visits for the future. 
All trips can still continue, discussion with the EVC and assessment of Covid risks are essential parts of the trip risk assessment. 
Trip organisers must be aware of the international travel list and the likelihood that that can change prior to or during a visit. 

 Talks, 
Performances 
and Exhibitions 

Can resume. Again these will be subject to the Contingency Framework and reviews of case numbers. 

 


