
Forever Undaunted
STROUD SCHOOL

King Edward VI Preparatory School



Welcome from 

the Head 

I am delighted to welcome you to Stroud, 
King Edward VI Preparatory School, 
in beautiful rural Hampshire. We are 
the feeder school to King Edward VI, 
Southampton and offer the all-important 
foundations to a successful onward journey. 

Our ambition is to ensure our children flourish 
and become the very best version of themselves. 
We strive to uncover and nurture talents and 
passions, develop strength of character and 
promote a deep love of learning. We are hugely 
ambitious for our children, but do not believe 
academic rigour has to be to the detriment of a 
happy childhood. Thriving outside the classroom 
is just as important as innovating within it. Our 
school motto is In Aeternum Intrepidus, translated 
as Forever Undaunted, and we want our children 
to be confident advocates for change and 
powerful contributors to society.

This prospectus will open a window to what 
makes us… us! If you’d like to find out more I’d be 
delighted to welcome you to Stroud, in person.

Mrs Rebecca Smith – Headmistress
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“ Stroud has a spirit about it – there is a lovely 
streak that runs through the school. It takes a lot 
of commitment to achieve that.”

  Parent



The Feeder to King Edward VI, Southampton

Unique Yet 
United
A long history of successful preparation for 
King Edward VI, Southampton led to the 
acquisition of Stroud by King Edward VI in 
2012. Since then we have continued to develop 
the strands that unite us whilst acknowledging 
the two unique parts of our 3-18 journey. 

Our collective ambition to offer outstanding 
academic provision sits alongside a drive to promote 
the wellbeing and pastoral development of all of 
our pupils. At Stroud we offer an idyllic childhood 
experience, blending academic excellence with 
outdoor pursuits, plenty of sports, visual and 
performing arts and a wealth of extra-curricular 
activities. This provides the strongest of foundations 
for our pupils to move on to the modern, buzzing 
dynamism of our city senior school.
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“He will stay until he is 11 and then he will go on to 
KES. My other children are there. It is a very easy 
transition from Stroud.”

 Parent 03
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Teaching 
& Learning 
Innovators
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Learning is a combination of developing 
knowledge, skills and dispositions. Not 
only do our children get a rich diet of 
knowledge and skills through skilful 
curriculum planning and specialist 
teaching input, Stroud children become 
more disposed to be curious, creative, 
determined, reflective and considered.

Academic rigour can sometimes be confused 
with traditional learning – at Stroud we are 
proud to be teaching and learning innovators. 
Whilst closely monitoring pupils to ensure 
our families have clear and timely input into 
progress and achievement, we also like to 
question the status quo and make sure our 
children are kept on their toes with stimulating 
and challenging learning activities –  
we like to say we are academic by stealth!

“ She was ready for a change of dynamism. 
It has been a terrific move.” 

  Parent
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“ The remote learning has 
been brilliant. We are really 
happy with that.” 

  Parent
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Nurturing  
Talents & Passions 
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Too often talents and passions lie undiscovered… 
at Stroud our enthusiastic teachers know how to 
encourage children and draw out these talents  
and passions, giving each child a sense of pride, 
self-confidence and the aspiration to succeed.

In all areas of school life – academic, creative, sporting and 
outdoor pursuits – enjoyment at all levels is central to our 
ethos. We are extremely proud of the pathways provided 
for all children to learn, develop and thrive in their individual 
interests. We balance just the right amounts of inclusion 
and competition to ensure children strive to do their best 
and celebrate each other’s achievements along the way. An 
extensive co-curricular programme means all children get to 
explore and uncover their passions and talents.

“ The calibre of 
teachers they have is 
unbelievable… They are 
not just qualified, they 
are caring and kind and 
they love their jobs.” 

  Parent



Nurturing  
Talents & Passions 
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The Wild Side of Stroud
Pupils at Stroud are no strangers to learning 
outside their classrooms and we proudly 
embrace our wild side at Stroud. 

From Forest School in our own natural woodlands, 
to Beach School down on the coast and bush 
craft adventure camps, there is a progressive 
and holistic outdoor curriculum to complement 
our academic curriculum and help children 
flourish in all that they do. Our exciting and unique 
outdoor programme enables children to become 
responsible stewards of their own environment.  

By learning outside, children try new skills, 
measure and take risks, respond to a variety of 
challenges in a range of physical contexts and 
environments, work collaboratively and contribute 
to the maintenance and development of the wild 
side of our school.

We believe successful learning takes place when 
children are happy. Our woods, fields, ponds, 
stream and farm offer the perfect reset button for 
children, to nourish their souls and ensure they 
flourish in the classroom every day.08

“ They have amazing 
grounds so the kids 
can go out and do 
Forest School and a lot 
of outdoor activities.” 

  Parent
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Year 7 & 8: 
Small Yet Powerful 
Despite being the feeder to King Edward VI, 
Southampton, this is not the route for everyone and 
each year a number of children stay on, joined by 
new friends, to take advantage of the bespoke Year 7 
and 8 offering at Stroud. 

Small year groups mean high teacher to pupil ratios and 
tutorial-style teaching. Our children benefit from tailored 
support, challenge and preparation for moving on at 13+. 
Alongside this personalised learning journey, we pride 
ourselves on our leadership development programme 
and our Year 7 and 8 pupils take on important roles of 
responsibility across the school.

“ I didn’t realise it was 
going to be so good.” 

  Parent
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“ It’s brilliant that they have matrons. We have used them 
for advice and knowing they are there is very reassuring.” 

  Parent10



Prioritising 
Wellbeing 
At Stroud we recognise that for our 
children to successfully overcome 
difficulties and achieve what they want 
out of life, we must prioritise their 
wellbeing. The Wellbeing Centre offers 
a warm and welcoming therapeutic 
environment for our pupils - a safe place 
to talk, to reflect, to be listened to and to 
take time out. 

Putting the wellbeing, or flourishing, of  
all children at the heart of our Stroud and  
King Edward VI ethos means that we work 
hard to provide outstanding pastoral care. Our 
matrons and highly-skilled pastoral team ensure 
all pupils receive the support they need to thrive 
on their journey through the school.
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“ There’s a warmth 
about the school… The 
children are a joy to be 
around. They feel very 
much at home there.” 

  Parent
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A Welcoming 
Community 
Stroud has long been considered a welcoming 
school with a strong family feel. We are a close 
community where staff and parents ensure the 
children have a wealth of exciting events to enjoy 
throughout the year. 

Each year we welcome families not just from all over the 
UK, but from all over the world and we love the diversity 
this brings to our community. Our children relish the 
opportunity to welcome new friends to Stroud, and from 
the regular return of Old Boys and Old Girls we know that 
the happy memories remain with our children for life. 
Indeed, friends made at Stroud are friends for life, for 
children and parents alike.

“ They were happy straight away.   
It is because the school is so friendly.” 

  Parent
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A Welcoming 
Community 

Join Us
We hold regular open day events and welcome 
families to school for individual tours throughout the 
year. To find out more about how you can join the 
family, please follow the online admissions section on 
our website or contact the Registrar. 

www.stroud-kes.org.uk/admissions 
registrar@stroud-kes.org.uk

To get even more of a flavour of what makes us so 
special, follow us on twitter, Facebook or Instagram :

@stroudschool  

@Stroud_School 

@stroudschool



twitter





Highwood House, Highwood Lane, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 9ZH

@stroudschool  twitter @Stroud_School  @stroudschool

01794 513231

registrar@stroud-kes.org.uk

STROUD SCHOOL
King Edward VI Preparatory School


